
% United States' B\tent and TbADEMARK Ofhce 



UNITEXt STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Addrew; COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
P.O. Box 1450 

.Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/871,970 



06/04/2001 



Auvo K, Kettunen 



10-1348 



5437 



23117 7590 06/03/2003 

NIXON & VANDERHYE, PC 
1 100 N GLEBE ROAD 
8TH FLOOR 

ARLINGTON, VA 22201-4714 



EXAMINER 



ALVO, MARC S 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1731 

DATE MAILED: 06/03/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/871,970 



Examiner 

Steve Alvo 



Applicant(s) 

KETTUNEN ETAL 



Art Unit 

1731 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

' If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)E1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 7 March 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 13-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 13-23 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, con-ected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) CH Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) [U Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) im Infonnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) Q Other: 
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In Applicant's response it is indicated that the embodiment claiming the screen that the 
screen is in the gap. Such an arrangement was not how the examiner read the claims. A gap is 
normally an open space, e.g. would not include any structure such as a screen. The claims that 
included the screen were thought to include a screen followed by a gap. This does not appear to 
be the case. Accordingly, the following restriction requirement is made: 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 13-17 drawn to a two vessel system for treating pulp having an outlet directly 
connected to the first vessel, classified in Class 162, subclass 242. 

II. Claims 1 8-22 drawn to a two vessel system for treating pulp having a gap between the 
conduit and transition, classified in Class 162, subclass 246. 

III. Claim 23 drawn to a two vessel system for treating pulp having a screen surrounding 
the second vessel, classified in Class 162, subclass 246. 

The inventions are distinct and independent, each fi-om the other because of the following 
reasons: 

Group I does not gap or screen of Groups II and III. Group II does not require the direct 
connection or screen Groups I and III. Group III does not require the direct connection or gap of 
Groups I and 11. 

Because these inventions are distinct and independent for the reasons given above and 
have required a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

It is noted that claims 18-22 would be given favorable consideration if the term "gap" 
was amended to "open gap". 
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When filing an "Official" FAX in Group 1730, please indicate in the Header (upper 
right) "Official" for papers that are to be entered into the file. The "Official" FAX phone 
numbers for this TC 1700 are: 

Non-Final Fax: (703) 872-9310 After-Final FAX: (703) 872-9311. 

When filing an "Unofficial" FAX in Group 1730, please indicate in the Header (upper 
right) "Unofficiar for Draft Documents and other Communications with the PTO that are not 
for entry into the file of the application. This will expedite processing of your papers. The 
"Unofficial" FAX phone number for this Art Unit (1731) is (703) 305-7115. 

Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier communications fi-om the primary 
examiner should be directed to Steve AJvo whose telephone number is (703) 308-2048. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday fi-om 6:00 AM - 2:30 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Steve Griffin, can be reached on 703-308-1 164. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose teleph^ieTnunber ia 703-308-0661. 





MSA STEVE ALVO 

5/29/2003 PMMARY EXAMINER 

ART UNIT 1731 



